Visit our website at: post202.org

ALBERT J. LENTZ AMERICAN LEGION POST 202
528 EAST MIDDLE STREET GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17325
Volume 5, Issue 5

May 2020

* Post Meetings are regularly held the 1st Monday of each Month
at the Post Home. May Meeting is canceled.
Commander’s Corner: From Commander Lewis Jones

2019-2020 Post
Officers
Commander, Lewis Jones

Greetings my fellow Legionnaires,

1st Vice Cmdr., Paul Wypijewski

Over the past month American Legion National Headquarters and the Department Headquarters have been meeting via video chat with
the members of the National Executive Committee and the Department Executive Committee and passed a series of resolutions that
affect the membership of the American Legion at all levels. I have asked the adjutant to place a copy of the letter from the Commander
of the Department of Pennsylvania concerning these resolutions in the newsletter so that all may be informed of these decisions and
understand how they affect us at the here at the post level. As we are taking things right now on a month to month status the May
meeting of American Legion Post 202 is canceled and the Post remains closed until further notice in response to the Governor’s
directives. The governor has continued the shelter in place order through May 8th and we will know more on that date as governor has
indicated that he will further outline when the state will start to relax some of the restrictions, we are all under at that time. We are
hoping to be able to open our doors again soon and ask that everyone be patient and look for the updates that will come via email,
Facebook and our Webpage as we work through this pandemic. As of this time all American Legion Programs that were scheduled for
May, June, July and August have been cancelled by the Department of Pennsylvania until further notice. Please see the letter from the
Department Commander. Again, remember that we all need to work together to get through the current state of emergency in the state
and nation. Take all precautions to ensure that you and your families remain healthy and avoid any unnecessary trips and contacts
that could put you at risk especially if you fall into any of the endangered groups. Take care, stay healthy and we look forward to
seeing everyone soon.

2nd Vice Cmdr., Steve Ebersol
Adjutant, Mitch Mummert
Finance Officer, Tonia Felix
Chaplain, Dale Williams
Service Officer, Larry Legore
Historian, Greg Lang
Judge Advocate, Rachel Hughes
Parliamentarian, Leah Krichten
Sergeant At Arms, Richard Kelley
Sergeant At Arms, John Wetzel

Your Commander.

Sergeant At Arms, Bob Toms

Lewis

Sergeant At Arms, Veronica Mummert

Adjutant’s Call: From Adjutant Mitch Mummert
The month of April is now behind us. There will be some upcoming celebrations coming up this year, and opportunity to participate
in those occasions. We are in the process of processing renewals. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THE DUES PAYMENT
REQUESTED IS NOT RIGHT. The dues for this year is $35 not $40, if you send $40 there will be a delay. This is because I would
have to refund $5 for each member and have to get a check from our Finance Officer. As of May 2, 2020 we are @ 100.61% on
renewals for the year. Even though we hit 100%, we still have members to renew yet. The membership year is almost over, I would
like to see more renewals come in. I would like to thank those in the membership committee that have taken the time to contact
members that have not renewed. WE ARE DOING A GREAT JOB; PLEASE GET YOUR RENEWALS IN, IF YOU HAVE NOT
DONE SO! If you have not heard the Legion Act was passed and signed by our President on July 30, 2019. This means that any
Veteran that served from December 7, 1941 to present day is eligible provided he/she provides a DD214. We have a good bit of
events coming up that we would like to see more legionnaire participation. We ask that every member purchases a key card the price
is $5 and can be purchased at the bar. If you have not renewed your 2019 membership, you are late! Your Home Association cards
were good until the end of December.
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Notification from: Pennsylvania American Legion

REMARKS FOR APRIL 14, 2020
I want to take this time to let you know what your state leadership has been up to lately and how you may be affected by those actions.
I’m sure you are all aware that our normal April Department Executive Committee meeting scheduled for April 3-5 at the Red Lion Hotel in Harrisburg was cancelled
and, instead, we held our D.E.C. meeting by video conference on Saturday, April 4. At that meeting, it was decided to cancel State Police Youth Week, Keystone
Boys State and Department Roundup this year. It was also decided to postpone a decision on our Department Baseball season until May 1st. National had already
told us that their Regional and World Series Baseball tournaments are cancelled.
In the middle of last week, we received Resolution No. 3 from National which subsequently received unanimous approval by the National Executive
Committee. Issues covered by that Resolution are:
1. Cancellation of 2020 National Convention along with the Pre-Convention and Post-Convention N.E.C.s and commission and committee meetings scheduled in
Louisville.
2. All nationally elected and appointed officers remain in their positions until the close of the 2021 National Convention in Phoenix, AZ.
3. All National commission and/or committee chairpersons and current members remain in their positions until they resign or are either reassigned or reappointed
at the 2021 Fall Meetings in Indianapolis.
4. N.E.C. recommends that Department retain its current member of the N.E.C. until the Post-Convention N.E.C. meeting in Phoenix, AZ on Sept. 2, 2021.
5. Allow N.E.C. to vote by video meetings or email on pressing issues prior to the 2020 Fall meetings in Indianapolis.
6. Per capita dues to National remain at $18.50 for 2021.
7. N.E.C. strongly urges national S.A.L. and Auxiliary and all Departments follow a similar course of action to that stated above.
8. N.E.C. awards 2026 National Convention to Louisville, KY since they were prompt and penalty-free in national’s request to cancel the 2020 National Convention
there.
Since National strongly urges all Departments to emulate that Resolution, we formulated our own Resolution No. 1119. Issues covered by that Resolution are:
1. Cancellation of the 2020 Department Convention along with the Pre-Convention and Post-Convention D.E.C.s
2. All elected and appointed Department officers, all District Commanders and officers, all elected and appointed County officers and all elected and appointed Post
officers will remain in their positions until the close of the 2021 Department Convention in Harrisburg.
3. All Department committee chairpersons and current committee members will remain in their positions until they either resign or are reappointed at the September
2021 D.E.C.
4. The 2021 thru 2023 Department Conventions are contracted with the Harrisburg Hilton. The 2024-2025 Department Conventions will be given to Lancaster as
consolation for cancelling this year’s Convention.
5. Department dues for 2021 remain at $8.50
Our Advisory Committee, composed of Past Department Commanders, was called together by teleconference on Saturday, April 11 to discuss the Resolution and
other issues. 15 of our 19 Past Department Commanders participated in the teleconference, including Clare Blakeslee and 97 year old Louise Chase calling from
Florida! They decided to:
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1. Remove the resolved clause about retaining $8.50 per capita dues to Department. Since we are saving about $200,000 this year by not having our April
D.E.C., by not having SPYW or KBS, by not having a Department Convention and other things, we may be able to decrease this am ount to help our membership
pay their dues for 2021 since the economy is taking such a hit from this pandemic. More on this later.
2. Approve the Resolution by unanimous consent.
3. Again, by unanimous consent, recommend that our 2020 Department Baseball season be cancelled immediately.
4. Recommend that a notice be sent to the entire Department that all Department of Pennsylvania American Legion programs and activities are cancelled until
further notice.
The amended Resolution 1119 was sent by email to all voting members of the Department Executive Committee on the afternoon of April 11. Each member was
asked to vote to either ACCEPT or REJECT the Resolution by return email to Kit by Tuesday, April 14th. The vote was unanimous to ACCEPT the Resolution.
Several questions arose concerning some specifics in our Resolution.
Everyone elected or appointed to an office, whether at Department level, at Section level, at District level, at County level or at Post level, will retain their position
until close of the Department Convention at the Harrisburg Hilton scheduled for July 15 through 18, 2021. We are doing this to minimize the complications that
would arise from everyone trying to hold elections electronically, by email or by snail mail. This is especially relevant to our District Commanders, both even and
odd Districts, who will serve an extra year. More information on how that will work will be forthcoming.
This same holds true for all Committee Chairs and Committee members from Department down to the Post level.
However, anyone who wishes to resign from any office or committee within the Department is certainly free to do so. Any Commander who wishes to replace any
committee chair or member is free to do so. In addition, this is a great time to check the information listed in the Department Directory about your Post – both your
physical and mailing addresses, phone number, email, meeting day and time, etc. Any changes need to be received at Department by June 1st.
After that Saturday teleconference, I called our Department Activities Director and informed him that I have accepted the advice of our Advisory Committee and
immediately cancel our Department of Pennsylvania American Legion Baseball program for 2020, without waiting for the May 1st date to review the program, as
decided at the D.E.C. video conference. I sent him an email to that effect on Monday, April 13th.
These decisions to cancel our programs until further notice have been extremely difficult. Arguments against cancelling them have been, “They are months in the
future; we still have time to wait and see what happens with this virus.” But we don’t have time. These programs have long preparation times. And venues (schools,
fields, etc.) have to be scheduled. I have been watching the news and listening to all the medical experts and I have yet to hear any of them say this will be over by
May 1st, or May 30 or June 15th or whatever date. The virus controls the timeline, not us. And until we, as a population, gain a “herd immunity” to this virus – and
maybe not even then – can we begin to get back to “normal”. It may, as some are suggesting, be a “new normal” where no longer do we congregate in crowded
movie theaters or at sporting events or at Conventions. Where shaking hands and kisses on the cheek become distant memories. Where talking to friends and family
or holding business meetings over Zoom or Skype become the preferred way to do things.
I hope this isn’t the case. I hope we will be able to meet at our September D.E.C. I hope we can have our Christmas Hospital Tour. I hope we can soon “associate
ourselves together” in person to fulfill our obligations to our four pillars.
Our 2021 membership cards from National are being delivered to Headquarters this week. We will mail each Post their cards directly so they can get to each Post
Adjutant.
All awards scheduled to be presented at this year’s Department Convention will be held over for presentation at our 2021 Department Convention.
We are drawing up contingency plans for our Officers’ Orientation, our Service Officer DSO School and our Department Legion College to be done electronically,
if we are unable to gather together in person for these events.
There are probably Small Business Administration loans or grants still available for your Posts but you need to apply through your bank. Your bank is willing to
provide assistance to your Post in filling out the application.
We will be sending this information and more out to each Post as things happen.
These are untried, historical times that we all just happen to be living through. But live through it we will if we all just adhere to the guidelines that our medical
experts have put in place: wash your hands, wear a mask if you must go out, maintain six feet of separation, but, most of all, for now, stay home!
That’s all for now. If you need any help or have questions about anything, please don’t hesitate to call or email me.
For God and Country, good bye.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE VIA E-MAIL
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
APRIL 10, 2020

Title: Cancellation of 2020 Pennsylvania American Legion Convention in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and Awarding of 2024 and 2025 Department Convention to the
Lancaster Marriott Hotel
Resolution No. _1119____

Submitted by:

Kit Watson
Department Adjutant
_________________________________________________________

WHEREAS
Article VII, Section 3 of the Constitution of Department of Pennsylvania, The American Legion calls for an election of Department Officers at
our Department Convention; and
WHEREAS,
Article XII, Section 1 d. of the Department Constitution of The Pennsylvania American Legion allows for the in the event of an emergency, the
Department Executive Committee may change the place of any annual Convention, to change such location and time for sufficient reasons to it appearing; and
WHEREAS,
The United States of America and the world in general are currently experiencing a pandemic associated with the spread of Coronavirus
(COVID–19) therefore causing communities, cities, states and the federal government to enact unprecedented emergency actions in order to contain and combat
the impact and risks of spreading the COVID–19; and
WHEREAS,
Upon the recommendations of the United States President, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO), the
emergency actions taken include, but are not limited to, restriction of mass gathering sizes, restrictions on unnecessary travel, closure of restaurants and other
public gathering spaces, implementation of “social distancing” guidelines and an overall emphasis on personal hygiene and virus/germ abatement actions; and
WHEREAS,
Numerous departments of The American Legion are contemplating the cancellation or postponement of their own Department Conventions, the
primary purpose of which is to conduct the business of the department and elect officers and elect/appoint delegates to the national convention; and
WHEREAS,
The governor of the State of Pennsylvania, Tom Wolf declared in Executive Order # 20200319 TWW COVID 19 Closure Order on March 19,
2020 that the State of Pennsylvania is in a public health emergency as a result of the COVID–19 requiring numerous actions to follow including that all people
maintain safe social distancing, stay at home whenever possible and that hotels are used only for lodging as needed; and
WHEREAS,
A gathering of the members of The American Legion at the Department Convention in Lancaster, Pennsylvania would be in conflict with the
imposed restrictions set by local and federal authorities and therefore place our members at an unnecessary health, safety and medical risk; and
WHEREAS,

The Department Convention Liaison Committee and the Department Finance Committee recommend approval of this resolution; and

WHEREAS,

The Lancaster Marriott, understands and agrees with this course of action; now, therefore, be it
American Legion Post 202 - 4

Visit our website at: post202.org
RESOLVED,
By the Department Executive Committee of The Pennsylvania American Legion, by electronic mail vote, that due to the uncertainty of the
duration of the disease known as Coronavirus (COVID-19), the numerous government regulations being enforced to contain it and concern for the safety of all
members of the American Legion Family, the Pennsylvania American Legion Department Executive Committee (DEC) agrees that present circumstances
constitute sufficient reasons to cancel the 2020 American Legion Department Convention; and, be it further
RESOLVED,
That due to these serious and sufficient reasons, the following American Legion events in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, are cancelled: (1) the PreConvention Department Executive Committee meeting scheduled for July 16, 2020; (2) The American Legion’s 2020 Department Convention scheduled for July
16 – July 19, 2020; (3) the Post-Convention Department Executive Committee meeting scheduled for July 19, 2020; and, be it further
RESOLVED,
That all department elected and appointed officers continue serving in their current positions until the close of the next Department Convention
scheduled in the Hilton Hotel, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, from July 15 through July 18, 2021; and, be it further
RESOLVED,
That the District Commanders hence forth remain in their respective positions and the even numbered districts will leave office in the odd
numbered years and the odd numbered districts leave their terms in the even numbered years in essence for one time only adding a year to all current district
commanders: and, be it further
RESOLVED,
That the Department of Pennsylvania American Legion County and Post officers elected and appointed continue serving in their current
positions until the close of the next Department Convention scheduled in the Hilton Hotel, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, from July 15 through July 18, 2021; and, be it
further
RESOLVED,
That all department committee chairpersons and the current committee members continue serving in their current positions until they resign or
are either reassigned or reappointed at the 2021 Department Executive Committee meeting scheduled in Grantville Holiday Inn, Grantville, Pennsylvania,
September 17 – 19, 2021; and, be it further
RESOLVED,
That the Department Executive Committee recommends that department retain our current members of the NEC if they so desire until the postConvention meeting of the NEC at the Phoenix, Arizona, National Convention on September 2, 2021; and, be it further
RESOLVED,
That any resolutions needing to come before the American Legion Department Executive Committee, including the re-adoption of our
legislative agenda, with the exception of those legislative initiatives that the national Legislative Commission deems to have been fulfilled or are no longer
relevant, may be brought forth to the Department Executive Committee and subsequently considered and voted on by video meetings, electronic mail or any other
allowed means prior to the 2020 September DEC meeting at the Grantville Holiday Inn; and, be it further
RESOLVED,
That Department of Pennsylvania American Legion Son’s of The American Legion Detachment and American Legion Riders Chapter will
follow a similar course of action, to-wit: (1) cancel their 2020 conventions and elections; and (2) maintain the status quo of their officers until next year; and, be it
further
RESOLVED,
That due to numerous health and safety reasons and needs of our members, the Pennsylvania American Legion Department Executive
Committee strongly urges that the, the Department of Pennsylvania American Legion Auxiliary follow a similar course of action, to-wit: (1) cancel their 2020
conventions and elections; and (2) maintain the status quo of their officers until next year; and be it further
RESOLVED,
That due to the Marriott Hotel of Lancaster, accommodating the Department of Pennsylvania American Legion 2020 Department Convention’s
cancellation decision in such a prompt manner without penalty or other financial cost to The Pennsylvania American Legion, the Pennsylvania American Legion
Department Executive Committee is hereby awarding the 2024 and 2025 Department Convention’s to the Lancaster Marriott Hotel; and be it finally
RESOLVED,

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Pennsylvania American Auxiliary leadership for their action.

APPROVED_X_ REJECTED_____ REFERRED_____CONSOLIDATED_____FILED___
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TAPS
Chaplain’s Corner: From Chaplain Dale Williams
Mid-March, non-essential businesses were shuttered, sports were suspended, church doors were locked,
stay at home orders were put into place, and international travel was curtailed as normal life in our Nation
and around the world came to a standstill with the onset of COVID-19! It seems like it’s been an
eternity! An article, entitled “New Normal” by Mike McGough, in our local paper last week put things in
perspective. He wrote about December 7 th, 1941, and how in a moment, “normal was gone”! He spoke
of the “swift and dramatic changes” in our Nation that arose in the face of global warfare – empty seats
around dinner tables (thousands would never return home), rationing, “Rosie the Riveter,” frequent air
raids, public utilities and water supplies guarded, “Meatless Mondays and “Wheatless Wednesdays to
preserve food supplies - for over 4 years! As he pointed out, the question, “When will we get back to
normal?” was constantly on people’s minds, and in their conversations. The fact is that World War II
came to an end, and there was a “new normal.” He concludes, “So when you think about returning to
normal, think about a new normal. When you get to feeling that it’s tough right now, remind yourself
that if we follow the best available advice of the day, do what we can to think of others, and do so with a
positive and hopeful resolve, we’ll get through this together.”
In a time of despair, when he longed for a return to normal, the Psalmist in Psalm 42 cried out, “Why are
you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God. For I will yet praise
him, my Savior and my God.”
We’ll get through this together with God’s help!

Daniel Hemmerly, U.S. Army,
Vietnam
Jeffery Wood, U.S. Army,
Vietnam

Service Officer’s Outreach: From Larry Legore
To all Members: please contact me at (717) 640-2894 if you know of any Regular (Veteran) Legion Member(s) on sick
call or of their passing. You can also call the Post at (717) 334-3556 and they will get word to me.

“BULLETIN BOARD”
May 6, 2020 – Ninth Membership Renewal Target Date 100% +
All meetings for Legion Family Meetings have been canceled at this point due to the
Virus.
Bar Bingo is canceled for the month of May also.
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* Auxiliary Meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each Month at
the Post Home. May Meeting is canceled.

2019-2020 Auxiliary
Officers
President, Pat Felix

As you all know by now we are definitely living a different life style. We all just need to be safe and hopefully soon we will be getting back to a
semi new way of living. If by chance you go to a store and see someone you haven't seen in a while it makes you feel nice. We are all waiting
for the day they start opening things back up. For now just be safe and take care of yourself.
As you know we had to cancel our Veterans Luncheon with the Lebanon VA Hospital. We will be re-scheduling at a later date.
We also had to cancel our All You Can Eat Easter Breakfast. We will be having a AYCE breakfast later this year. Thanks to all who attend. We
always enjoy the great turnout.

1st Vice, Karon Baumgardener
2nd Vice, Tina Leas
Treasure, Donna Oursler

The Auxiliary donated $500.00 to the food bank of Adams County.
The Auxiliary donated $500.00 to the Veterans of Adams County.

Secretary, Deb Kessler

Our May meeting is canceled.
The Keystone Girls State for June has been canceled.

Chaplain, Ann Marie Wypijewski

Auxiliary State President Lisa Boyer has canceled the ALA spring Department Executive Meeting/Mini National Security Conference and Junior
Convention.
If we all follow the guidelines, we will all get through this and be able to get back to our daily life as before. Please be mindful of others. Stay
safe and healthy.

Historian, Becky Weikert
SGT-At-Arms, Marge Wilson

Thanks,
Patricia Felix
President

SGT-At-Arms, Sharon Ford
* Legion Rider Meetings are held the 4th Thursday of each Month at the Post
Home. Our May Meeting is canceled.

2019-2020 ALR Officers
President, Tim “Jester” Williams
Vice Pres., Vincent Umstot

Riders,
Hope this message finds you well, and that you’re finding a way to keep yourself busy.
Since the Legion’s National HQ’s has directed Departments, and Departments have directed Posts not to hold elections this year, and that
all current officers will remain in place until July 2021; that holds true to the Legion Riders. Therefore, all current Legion Rider’s Officers will
remain in place (unless someone wants to resign, then we’ll need to make adjustments). I will be honored to remain in place as your
President, and I hope the rest of the officers feel the same.
The Rider’s hosted “Gun Raffle” which benefits the Post 202 100 th Anniversary event, will go off as scheduled on Sunday, May 3 rd at 11:00
am (Even though the breakfast was cancelled). A few of us will be present, and Bartender, Miranda Jacoby will pull the winning ticket on
that morning (since she is a neutral party and didn’t buy a gun ticket). The winner may even be announced in this newsletter.
As I said before, all our scheduled rides and events are currently postponed or cancelled until this pandemic passes. This includes our end of
the month meeting at this time.
We will need to see how the Governor’s phased system of re-opening the state works, and whether we can have our meetings and also do
small group rides and other events in the near future.
Until then, just hang in there, and we’ll all see each other soon. We will get through this together.

Secretary, Troy Middaugh
Treasurer, Dick Kelley
SGT-at-Arms, Flip Fazenbaker
Chaplain, Brian Wetzel
Communications, John Wetzel
Road Captain, Tom Spangler
Asst. Road Captain, Greg Snyder

Jester

* SAL Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each Month at the Post
Home. The May meeting is canceled.

2019-2020 SAL Officers
Commander, Troy Middaugh
1st Vice, Lewis Jones

There is no new information to report other than the fact that the meeting for
May is canceled. Also that with the above resolution all current officers will be asked to stay
on for another year.

2nd Vice, Alexander Jones
Adjutant, Bradly Thompson
Finance Officer, Barry Blyler
Sgt-at-Arms, Mitch Mummert
Sgt-at-Arms, Aaron Dupler
Chaplain, Gerald Fluke
Historian, Alex Wypijewski
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From Membership Committee Chair:
The 2020 Membership Campaign is officially over and we received word that American Legion National recognizes
that Post 202
Exceeded the 100% renewal goal for the 2020 campaign! We achieved 100.61%. Our goal was 657 members and the
end count is 661.
Many thanks for all of our renewing members, new members, transfers and special thanks to our Adjutant and
Membership Committee for their efforts during this year’s campaign.

From the Board of Directors President:
Dear Home Association Members,
By the time you’re reading this, our Club will have been closed, by PA Government orders, for approximately 7 weeks.
In that time, the Club and the entire Post building has been cleaned up, waxed, and sanitized!
I hope the picture will show you that. Additionally, a significant termite problem, in multiple locations
around the outside perimeter of the building, was identified and eradicated. The Club and building stands ready
to reopen when allowed.
Per Governor Wolf’s recently published “COVID-19 Economic Recovery Conceptual Plan on Reopening PA,” some businesses in Adams County
may reopen on May 4th. Bars, eat-in restaurants and dining rooms, however, are not permitted to open for seven to nine weeks
following May 4th, and then, only if new hospitalizations due to COVID-19 don’t surge. The Plan provides specific guidance on measures to follow
once we may reopen, in order to protect both our Members and Employees.
In the meantime, I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy as the COVID-19 threat continues its rampage throughout the Country. I’ll provide
additional updates in the future.
Paul
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Board of Directors:
Paul Wypijewski
Vince Umstot
Lewis Jones
Mitch Mummert
John Wetzel
Toni Felix
Greg Lang
Club Manager: Bradley Felix

* Post 202 Club Meetings are regularly held the 1st Monday of each Month at the Post Home,
following the Post Meeting. The May Meeting has been canceled. “All Club Members” are invited
to attend.
Post 202 Canteen:
The Kitchen will be open on Thursdays from 5 -8:00 PM and Fridays from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
Look at the new website for future weekend Specials each week.
Our New Post Webpage is now live. Take a look at http://www.post202.org/
BAR BINGO will be held in May (starting at 7:00 PM). Is canceled

MAY 2020
Sun
28

Mon
27

Tue
28

Wed
29

Thu
30

Fri
1

Sat
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

24

Club BOD
Meeting 7 pm

Executive
Committee
Meeting 7:00
PM

31
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Historical Dates in May
May 1, 1960 - An American U-2 spy plane flying at 60,000 feet was shot down over Sverdlovsk in central Russia on the eve of a summit meeting between
President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Soviet Russia's Premier Nikita Khrushchev. The sensational incident caused a cancellation of the meeting and heightened
existing Cold War tensions. The pilot, CIA agent Francis Gary Powers, survived the crash, and was tried, convicted and sentenced to 10 years in prison by a
Russian court. Two years later he was released to America in exchange for an imprisoned Soviet spy. On his return to America, Powers encountered a hostile
public which apparently believed he should not have allowed himself to be captured alive. He died in a helicopter crash in 1977.
May 2, 2011 - U.S. Special Operations Forces killed Osama bin Laden during a raid on his secret compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan. The raid marked the
culmination of a decade-long manhunt for the elusive leader of the al-Qaeda terrorist organization based in the Middle East. Bin Laden had ordered the coordinated
aerial attacks of September 11th, 2001, in which four American passenger jets were hijacked then crashed, killing nearly 3,000 persons. Two jets had struck and
subsequently collapsed the 110-story Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York, while another struck the Pentagon building in Washington, D.C. A
fourth jet also headed toward Washington had crashed into a field in Pennsylvania as passengers attempted to overpower the hijackers on board.
May 5, 1865 - Decoration Day was first observed in the U.S., with the tradition of decorating soldiers' graves from the Civil War with flowers. The observance
date was later moved to May 30th and included American graves from World War I and World War II, and became better known as Memorial Day. In 1971,
Congress moved Memorial Day to the last Monday in May, thus creating a three-day holiday weekend.
May 7, 1915 - The British passenger ship Lusitania was torpedoed by a German submarine off the coast of Ireland, losing 1,198 of its 1,924 passengers, including
114 Americans. The attack hastened neutral America's entry into World War I.
May 7, 1945 - In a small red brick schoolhouse in Reims, Germany, General Alfred Jodl signed the unconditional surrender of all German fighting forces thus
ending World War II in Europe. Russian, American, British and French ranking officers observed the signing of the document which became effective at one
minute past midnight on May 9th. Jodl was then ushered in to see Supreme Allied Commander, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, who curtly asked Jodl if he fully
understood the document. Eisenhower then informed Jodl that he would be held personally responsible for any deviation from the terms of the surrender. Jodl was
then ushered away.
May 7, 1954 - The French Indochina War ended with the fall of Dien Bien Phu, in a stunning victory by the Vietnamese over French colonial forces in northern
Vietnam. The country was then in divided in half at the 17th parallel, with South Vietnam created in 1955.
May 7, 1992 - The 27th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, prohibiting Congress from giving itself pay raises.
May 8, 1942 - During World War II in the Pacific, the Battle of the Coral Sea began in which Japan would suffer its first defeat of the war. The battle, fought off
New Guinea, marked the first time in history that two opposing naval forces fought by only using aircraft without the opposing ships ever sighting each other.
May 8, 1945 - A second German surrender ceremony was held in Berlin. Soviet Russia's leader Josef Stalin had refused to recognize the German surrender
document signed a day earlier at Reims. This time, German Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel signed the surrender document which declared, as did the first, that
hostilities would end as of 12:01 a.m. on May 9th.
May 9th - Victory Day in Russia, a national holiday commemorating the defeat of Nazi Germany during the "Great Patriotic War" (World War II) honoring the 20
million Russians who died in the war.
May 9, 1862 - During the American Civil War, General David Hunter, Union commander of the Department of the South, issued orders freeing the slaves in South
Carolina, Florida and Georgia. He did so without congressional or presidential approval. The orders were countermanded by President Abraham Lincoln ten days
later.
May 10, 1994 - Former political prisoner Nelson Mandela was inaugurated as president of South Africa. Mandela had won the first free election in South Africa
despite attempts by various political foes to deter the outcome.
May 11, 1862 - To prevent its capture by Union forces advancing in Virginia, the Confederate Ironclad Merrimac was destroyed by the Confederate Navy. In
March, the Merrimac had fought the Union Ironclad Monitor to a draw. Naval warfare was thus changed forever, making wooden ships obsolete.
May 11, 1969 - During the Vietnam War, the Battle of "Hamburger Hill" began. While attempting to seize the Dong Ap Bia Mountain, U.S. troops repeatedly
scaled the hill over a 10-day period and engaged in bloody hand-to-hand combat with the North Vietnamese. After finally securing the objective, American
military staff decided to abandon the position, which the North Vietnamese retook shortly thereafter. The battle highlighted the futility of the overall American
military strategy.
May 12, 1949 - Soviet Russia lifted its blockade of Berlin. The blockade began on June 24, 1948 and resulted in the Berlin airlift. For 462 days - from June 26,
1948, until September 30, 1949, American and British planes flew about 278,000 flights, delivering 2.3 million tons of food, coal and medical supplies to two
million isolated West Berliners. A plane landed in Berlin every minute from 11 Allied staging areas in West Germany. The planes were nicknamed ''candy
bombers'' after pilots began tossing sweets to children. They also flew out millions of dollars worth of products manufactured in West Berlin.
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May 13, 1846 - At the request of President James K. Polk, Congress declared war on Mexico. The controversial struggle eventually cost the lives of 11,300 U.S.
soldiers and resulted in the annexation of lands that became parts of Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, California, Utah and Colorado. The war ended in
1848 with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
May 13, 1943 - During World War II in North Africa, over 250,000 Germans and Italians surrendered in the last few days of the Tunis campaign. British General
Harold Alexander then telegraphed news of the victory to Winston Churchill, who was in Washington attending a war conference. The victory re-opened Allied
shipping lanes in the Mediterranean.
May 14, 1607 - The first permanent English settlement in America was established at Jamestown, Virginia, by a group of royally chartered Virginia Company
settlers from Plymouth, England.
May 14, 1942 - During World War II, an Act of Congress allowed women to enlist for noncombat duties in the Women's Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC), the
Women Appointed for Voluntary Emergency Service (WAVES), Women's Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron (WAFS), and Semper Paratus Always Ready Service
(SPARS), the Women's Reserve of the Marine Corp.
May 16, 1862 - During the American Civil War, Union General Benjamin Butler, military governor of New Orleans, issued his "Woman Order" declaring that any
Southern woman showing disrespect for Union soldiers or the U.S. would be regarded as a woman of the town, or prostitute. This and other controversial acts by
Butler set the stage for his dismissal as military governor in December 1862.
May 19, 1943 - During World War II in Europe, Royal Air Force bombers successfully attacked dams in the German Ruhr Valley using innovative ball-shaped
bouncing bombs that skipped along the water and exploded against the dams. The dams had provided drinking water for 4 million persons and supplied 75% of the
electrical power for industry in the area.
May 20, 1862 - President Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead Act opening millions of acres of government owned land in the West to "homesteaders" who
could acquire up to 160 acres by living on the land and cultivating it for five years, paying just $1.25 per acre.
May 24, 1844 - Telegraph inventor Samuel Morse sent the first official telegraph message, "What hath God wrought?" from the Capitol building in Washington,
D.C., to Baltimore.
May 25, 1787 - The Constitutional Convention began in Philadelphia with delegates from seven states forming a quorum.
May 26, 1940 - The Dunkirk evacuation began in order to save the British Expeditionary Force trapped by advancing German armies on the northern coast of
France. Boats and vessels of all shapes and sizes ferried 200,000 British and 140,000 French and Belgian soldiers across the English Channel by June 2nd.
May 29, 1865 - Following the American Civil War, President Andrew Johnson issued a proclamation granting general amnesty to Confederates. The amnesty
excluded high ranking Confederates and large property owners, who had to apply individually to the President for a pardon. Following an oath of allegiance, all
former property rights, except slaves, were returned to the former owners.
May 30, 1922 - The Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., was dedicated. The Memorial was designed by architect Henry Bacon and features a compelling
statue of "Seated Lincoln" by sculptor Daniel Chester French.
May 30, 1943 - During World War II in the Pacific, the Aleutian Islands off the coast of Alaska were retaken by the U.S. 7th Infantry Division. The battle began
on May 12 when an American force of 11,000 landed on Attu. In three weeks of fighting U.S. casualties numbered 552 killed and 1,140 wounded. Japanese killed
numbered 2,352, with only 28 taken prisoner, as 500 chose suicide rather than be captured.
May 31, 1862 - During the American Civil War, the Battle of Seven Pines occurred as Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston's Army attacked Union
General George McClellan's troops in front of Richmond Virginia and nearly defeated them. Johnston was badly wounded. Confederate General Robert E. Lee
then assumed command, replacing the wounded Johnston. Lee renamed his force the Army of Northern Virginia.
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Below is an assortment of membership applications. Just print and send in with dues
payment. Thank you.

Legion Membership Renewal Form (Regular/Veteran, Auxiliary, SAL, and Social):

Legion (Regular/Veteran) Membership Application (New Member):
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Legion Auxiliary Membership Application (New Member):

Sons of the American Legion Membership Application (New Member):
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Legion Post 202 “Club” Membership Form (Regular, Auxiliary, SAL, and Social):
(Needed with other New Member Application forms)
Legion Post 202 “Club” Membership Form (Regular, Auxiliary, SAL, and Social):

(Needed with other New Member Application forms)
The American Legion Club of Gettysburg
Membership Application
*PLEASE READ THE LETTER ON THE REVERSE OF
THIS FORM BEFORE COMPLETING THIS
APP.LICATION*
Payment must accompany this application.
Please circle one of the below: All new members need to add $5.00 for their
Key Card for the Club
*Regular $35.00

*SAL $25.00

*Auxiliary $28.00

*Social $35.00

A copy of a DD214 must accompany this application.
Name:
First: ________________________________Middle: _____________________ Last: ________________________
Address:
Street: __________________________________ City: ________________________ State: _______ Zip: ________
Phone Number: ____________________________ Email: (optional) ___________________________________
References: (MUST BE CLUB MEMBERS OF POST 202 GETTYSBURG)
(1) ____________________________________________ City: _____________________________________________
(2) ____________________________________________ City: _____________________________________________
(3) ___________________________________________ City: _____________________________________________
Applicants Sponsor: (MUST BE A REGULAR MEMBER OF POST 202. SIGNATURE AND MEMBERSHIP
NUMBER REQUIRED)
Sponsor Signature: _____________________________________ Regular Number________________________
Applicants Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________
DO NOT Complete the section below. Club Use ONL Y! Dues are not deductible.
Payment Method: Cash: ______________ Check: _________ .Amount Received: _____________ Received By:
___________
Applicants Approved by Organization:
Date: ____________ Organization: ____________________ ----'Adjutant or Secretary: ______________________________
Investigating Committee:
Date Reviewed: ___________________________ Approved: ______________________ Rejected: _________________
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